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Dear Truth seekers, 
 

Things are well underway in the year at the The-
osophical Society. We have our New Zealand 
section sponsored international speaker, Prof 
Richard Brooks in early June. Weekly study ses-
sions on Tuesday evenings are going well. Hall 
matters are being managed but there is still a bit 
of work to do in the library area before we will 
consider launching the library publicly. As al-
ways, we hope to see more of you on a Saturday 

morning to spend time in 
the library. Or at a 
weekly Tuesday evening 
or monthly Saturday eve-
ning meal and talk or 
weekly Wednesday eve-
ning meditation. Please 
quietly continue with 
your search for Truth: 
personal study, medita-

tion, and service. You know when you are on the 
journey, and on the spiritual path! Your heart 
purrs!                    

-Aroon Parshotam, president 
 
 

PROGRAMME  
SATURDAY  MEETINGS 
We have HQ sponsored speakers at least once a 
month. PLEASE BRING A PLATE to share be-
fore the meeting. Meet at the hall at 6:15pm.  
 

TUESDAY EVENING STUDY MEETINGS 
There is always something on Tuesday evenings 
but we do try for breaks at “school holidays” . 
We sometimes squeeze a speaker in, in which 
case, it may not be in the newsletter. But if you 
read the local free newspapers, or have given 
your email address, you will be sure to know 
about ALL events.  We are trying to follow the 
visiting speaker’s talk with a study on the same 
subject.  We have had some very interesting ses-
sions this year and are ploughing through the 
“green book”  on Basic Theosophy.  
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Therapeutic Touch is going into recess 
Lorraine, Peter and others have taken a recess 
until further notice.  
 

Meditation every Wednesdays at 5pm 
Lorraine is running a regular meditation at the 
hall on Wednesdays at 5pm. All welcome. 
 

Krishnamurti Evenings 
We would still like to run a regular Krishna-
murti video evening once a month on a Sunday 
late afternoon and need a bit of support to get 
this going. Anyone keen to assist? 
 

International speaker ’s visit 
We are pleased to have Prof Brooks again with 
us this month. Prof Brooks visited our branch in 
1998 and ran a whole day Saturday workshop 
on Taoism. Prof Brooks is an emeritus professor 
of philosophy from Oakland University in 
Michigan, USA, where he taught for 33 years 
and served as Chair of the Philosophy Depart-
ment. His field of specialization is Asian Phi-
losophy. He has been a member of the Theoso-
phical Society since 1953. Prof Brooks will be 
talking on “Esoteric Christianity” . We have al-
ready had a lot of interest from the public for 
this one. Hope to see more there. 
 

Professor Brooks also will be speaking at Patch-
works, 3 Gordon St in  Dannevirke on the Fri-
day, June 4 at 7:30pm. The talk is on “ The Hid-
den Side of Ecology” . There will be group of us 
travel to Dannevirke by car and I am sure we 
will find room for any extras. Do let us know if 
you need a ride.  
 

Access Radio (Access 999AM) 
This an excellent medium for being more proac-
tive in the community and presenting our 
“balanced”  message. The broadcast time for our 
interview with Dr Richard Brooks will be 
5:00pm, Saturday June 5. Anyone keen to spon-
sor a Theosophy/spiritual philosophy program 
on a regular basis? 
 

Repor t: 2004 School of Theosophy 
The School of Theosophy this year was held at 
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Tauhara, in Taupo.  Aroon Parshotam and 
Tracy Underwood from our branch attended. 
The New Zealand section provided Tracy 
with sponsorship to attend this year’s 
school. We spent the week attending Rich-
ard Brook’s sessions on examining all the 
major World Religions from a Theosophical 

perspective. The day started with Chi 
Kung with Murray Stentiford.  This 
was followed by Dr Brooks talks. We 
had quite a bit of free time in the after-
noon and this was followed by 
Worker training sessions (Working 
with volunteers, conflict resolution, 
Agenda writing and facilitating meet-

ings, voice projection). The food at Tauhara, 
as usual was wonderful, and so was the en-
vironment.  We all had to research a subject 
and give a 5 minute talk.  -Tracy and Aroon  

 
 
 

Tracy doing her mihi at Tauhara 
 

NOTICES 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 2005 

Hamilton, January, 2005. 
 

THEOSOPHICAL LIBRARY 
We have completed a “phase”  with the li-
brary and intend to promote the T.S. through 
the library once final work is done. We in-
tend to launch the library publicly and it is 
likely that the John Vostermans, the Na-
tional president and the newspapers will be 
present at the occasion. We have had almost 
5 years of “book entering”  and with Frank 
Robinson’s donation of almost 500 very new 
books, have had to get new shelving, and re-
organise the library again. We now have a 
sandwich board, … and are preparing a li-
brary brochure. It has been tremendous how 
the right people have come along at the right 
time to volunteer their services.  Thank you 

to:  
· Kumar for entering all of Frank Robin-

son’s 500 odd books into database.  
· Joanne and Greg Turner of Woodhouse 

Farm Organics for a donation towards 
barcodes.  

· Anthea for barcoding lots of books. 
· Manik for covering almost 4000–odd 

books in the last 3 years. 
· Robin Dixon of Raeco for his recent ad-

vice on book covering (see attached 
photo of Robin and Manik). 

We pay tribute to Manik (in his 80’s!) who 
since 2001 has tirelessly been walking 
3.5km to and from the hall daily, (rain or 
shine!) to cover books. We all have much to 
learn from Manik about dedication, sincer-
ity, service and humility. He certainly loves 
what he is doing; a hallmark of true service.  
 

Library sandwich board 
We have now got a sandwich board to ad-
vertise the library. Thank you to: 
· TS in America for the “high res”  logo.  
· Rajen for logo design work 
· Tony Ellwood, for paint job 
· Sue and Janice for  on wording 
· Chris Eilers on fonts 
· Tim Mitchell of Nelson branch who as-

sisted with the design work and who 
manifested it so beautifully. 

Waylon still has some work to complete on 
koha, the library database program. 
 

New book additions for  the library 
1) The beginner’s guide for the Recently 
Deceased by David Staume, 2) Anatomy of 
the Spirit. The Seven Stages of Power and 
Healing by Caroline Myss, PhD. We are still 
“weak”  in some areas of the library, such as 

 
There is no greatness 
wh er e si mpl i c i t y , 
goodness and truth are 
not. 

             –Tolstoy 
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kitchen and foyer area, quieter clock, repair 
cracked leadlight TS emblem ($80), fix LCD on 
microwave.  
 

Save $ 
Help the PN TS save $ (postage and photocopying) 
&time and reply with your email address to 
pn@theosophy.org.nz / secretary@pn.theosophy.org.nz 
 

What else is happening at the TS hall...
L ightworkers: every second Wednesday, Healers 
Unlimited: every second Monday of the month, 
Satya Sai group: Every Thursday evening and 
much of Sunday, and PN folk music club: Watch 
out for the international musicians in July!  
 

Membership information 
There are almost 65 branch members and newslet-
ters may go out to over 140 people. So, if you have 
been receiving this newsletter attended meetings, 
etc. for quite some years, and feel that the world is 
a much better place with the T.S, then without it, 
then this is your chance to show us your support by 
becoming a member. The T.S. is a not for profit or-
ganization that relies on support from the commu-
nity. It is also great to have somewhere in the com-
munity where we can have a sense of belonging. It 
is a place where you can be free to express your 
creativity and your Self. We need each other and 
your support. And mostly…You belong to a group 
that stands for Altruism and what is Good! 
 

SUBS DUE 
Subs to Janice of $20 are due for Sept 2003 to Sept 
2004. The library-only subs is currently  $15. 
 

With Love and Unity and Light 
editor/president 
 

� � � � � �
�

COMMITTEE: President/newsletter editor/hall 
manager: Aroon Parshotam, Vice President/hall 
caretaker: Anthea Clement-Cooper, Secretary/
Webmaster: Waylon Robertson, Treasurer: Janice 
Gravett, Librarian: Anthea Clement-Cooper, Li-
brary assistants: Manik, Sophie Burton and Sue 
Walker. Committee members and hall handyperson 
Tony Ellwood. A strong committee sees results! 

Maori and indigenous Spirituality, and in our rec-
ommended reading selection.  
 

VOLUNTEERS? Karma Yoga  
1) Washing down the outside of the hall, especially 
windows, 2) Spreading topsoil. 
 

Committee Meeting 
Sunday, June 13. Time to be announced. All mem-
bers are welcome to attend as observers.   
 

THEOSOPHY IN NZ CYBERSPACE 
If there are any articles that you wish to put on the 
web, please send them to webmaster/secretary, 
Waylon (secretary@pn.theosophy.org.nz) or to 
Aroon on pn@theosophy.org.nz 
 

Some theosophical mailing lists 
A moderated (but large) general study: 
     http://www.blavatsky.net 
HP Blavatsky quote for the day.. 
http://www.blavatsky.net/members/access.htm  
To join the NZ theosophy mailing list, “ the live-
wires” , please write to hq@theosophy.org.nz. 
PLEASE JOIN OUR TS branch email list 
(moderated) and share articles of interest. 
 

FINANCIAL: Managing your branch 
We cannot ignore this aspect of the T.S. The T.S. 
does need donations to exist. It offers wisdom to 
the world with a “no-charge-for-spiritual-
knowledge”  philosophy. However, it does cost a 
great deal to maintain, upkeep and upgrade our 
1923’s building. We rely on goodwill of members. 
Remember HPB’s message... “when I die, I leave 
money to the T.S. and if everybody did the same, 
the T.S. will continue to flourish” . So… please 
channel some donations TS way.  
 

For Sale: 14 vinyl chairs. 
 

WANTED 
Nice-looking dried flower arrangement, “pot”  plant 
for the hall to freshen the air, stamps for newslet-
ters, Donations towards: 1) making the washroom 
behind kitchen functional ($600), 2) kitchen high 
cupboards for storage ($1100), 3) data projector, 4) 
hall sound system, 5) replacing and adding to hall 
chairs ($3400), 6) shelving ($630), 7) lawnmower 
($100), Remember that all donations above $5 are 
tax-deductible. Good practice in metta (generosity). 
You are welcome to earmark donations.  
 

WISH LIST 
Outside literature holder ($100), curtains for 

The Theosophical Society is a worldwide organisation 
dedicated to the promotion of harmony among all people 
and the encouragement of the study of religion, philosophy 
and science, to the end that we may better understand 
ourselves and our place in the universe. The Society stands 
for complete freedom of individual search and belief. It is 
non-profit, non-sectarian, non-polititcal and non-dogmatic. 
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Palmerston North Branch of the New Zealand Theosophical Society 
Programme—June to Nov 2004 

All meetings held at 310 Church Street, at 7:30pm, unless otherwise stated 

LECURES/WORKSHOPS/MEETINGS 
Keep an eye on the Guardian or Tribune to see ‘What’s on’ . People who have given their email addresses will always be notified of 
what is on.  And feel free to bring a friend. Our research has shown that this is the best way to introduce people to the T.S. 

LIBRARY 
Every Saturday morning from 10am to 12 pm.  
Librarian: Anthea. 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MEDITATION 
in the meditation room: Wed 5pm.  

TUESDAY EVENING (Every Tuesday) 
 
This is led by Anthea and Aroon but is a shared effort 
and encourages group participation.  We will cover 
topics such as What is Theosophy? The Wisdom Tra-
dition, walking the inner path, karma, Evolution, the 
power of thought, the rise and fall of civilizations, hu-
nan beings and our bodies, The Ancient Wisdom in 
the Modern World. Karma, the plan and purpose of 
Life, Universal Spirituality. 
 
OUT OF TOWN TALKS 
June 4 at 7:30pm 
The Hidden side of Ecology. International Speaker: 
Prof Richard Brook.     –Professor Richard Brooks 
Patchworks, 3 Gordon Street, Dannevirke 
 
July 4 at the London T.S. 
Unfolding the Human Spir it and its Infinite Poten-
tial: The Education Philosophies of Montessor i, 
Steiner  and Kr ishnamurti. This talk looks at the 
work of these three educationalists who were all 
members of the TS. The Montessori, Steiner and 
Krishnamurti educational movements represent holis-
tic philosophies that view the young child with re-
spect and reverence. The systems are so “right”  – and 
yet present different perspectives of a “holistic”  edu-
cation. In this presentation, Aroon shall present an 
overview of the Montessori, Steiner and Krishnamurti 
educational methods, and examine their points con-
tact and of divergence.              –Dr Aroon Parshotam 
 
 
 

SATURDAY EVENINGS (HQ Sponsored Speakers)\ 
 
 
Sat June 5. Esoter ic Chr istianity. International 
Speaker: Prof Richard Brook. –Professor  Richard 
Brooks 
 
Sat July 24. Karma and Astrology. A look at karma, 
and some of nature’s laws. The effects they have on us 
individually, as reflected through our astrological 
makeup.  
                                                                    –Allan Morse 
 
Sat Aug 21. Secret Doctr ine, Cosmogenesis: An intro-
duction to some of the ideas in the first part of HPB’s 
magnum opus.                                        –Charles Sitwell 
 
Sat Sept 11. Death and the After life. Powerpoint pres-
entation outlining the death and dying process and 
showing some ideas of the afterlife– with some video 
animation.                                                                          

–Bryan Pollock 
 
Tuesday Nov 16. Dharma– The Basis of Human 
Morals and Ethics. The basis of human morality and 
ethics measured in such terms as duty, righteousness, 
truth, virtue, law and order, in the cosmic sense is “ the 
moral order of the universe” . But morality is mysterious 
because it is not one and the same for all. It is the law of 
unfolding life. Hugh is a Past National President of the 
New Zealand TS and the current editor of our magazine 
Theosophy in New Zealand.  
                                                                   –Hugh Dixon 
 
We will have a light potluck meal (vegetar ian) with 
our  speakers beforehand at 6:15pm at the hall.  
Please confirm if you intend to attend. 


